October 4, 2004.  New York City
Subject: My experiences with Doug  Copp, a Hero of the  American Rescue Team International, at the World Trade Center and My Personal Witnessing of the Appalling Behavior and Lies of Tom Lang and Leslie Lithicum, of the Albuquerque Journal, during the same period.
I, Peter Donahue, do hereby solemnly swear that the contents of the following affidavit are true and accurate to the best of my recollection. I am being very precise because I am aware of the importance of this document. I am swearing to it, in spite of, my continuing fear of Tom Lang and Leslie Lithicum. I know they have viciously destroyed Doug Copp in a false and malicious way. They published 5 front pages and 20 stories which were completely full of the most outrageous lies against Doug Copp. I was shocked, appalled and stunned. I wondered what they would do to me. I continue to fear these unscrupulous people.
Years ago, when I first contacted Doug Copp, it was after viewing Doug on a TV special, saving lives. I wanted to be involved in saving lives much like Doug was. I wanted to join ARTI. I believe the year was 1997. It was late summer or early fall when I finally reached Doug, on the telephone, He was gone to disasters all the time. At that point, Doug and I spoke, briefly.  He was interested in the fact that I was from New York. Also, He was very interested because he stated he lived in Queens, NYC, for a while.  Doug was happy that he might have found a person to represent ARTI in NYC. I joined ARTI.
During our conversation, Doug asked me about my rescue experience. I told him that I had been a NY Auxiliary Emergency Service Officer. (My ID number was # 413479).  I was recognized by NYPD and Emergency Services.  I served from 1985 to 1994.  In my years as an Auxiliary Emergency Officer, I was assigned with the 94 precinct, in Brooklyn north.  Our unit was a city wide unit.  
I received training in Urban Heavy Rescue, Confined Space Rescue, basic first aid, advanced first aid for trauma, as well as other live saving courses. I was trained to use: air bags, Hurst tool and other equipment. 
Doug sent me a video tape which contained video of a scientific test which ARTI conducted with the participation and co-operation of the City of Istanbul, the Turkish Federal Government and the University of Istanbul.  This scientific test took survivability in collapsed buildings doing “duck and cover” from 0% to 100% doing what was described as the “Triangle of Life”.  The tape contained a copy of the TV Program, ‘Real TV’, which broadcasted this ‘breakthrough’ in survival from building collapse, worldwide.
I took the tape and other ARTI material to Chief Ray Downey, who was the NYFD Chief of Special Operation Command. This elite unit controlled ‘specialized rescue’ for the NYFD.  Chief Downey saw the tape and he said: “This is fantastic”.  Chief Ray Downey wanted to meet with Doug, personally, to organize a repeat of this test in NYC.  ARTI and NYFD would do this together.  Doug was contacted and agreed to the cooperation but Doug was on his way to another foreign disaster and the project was delayed until 9/11 took Chief Downey’s life.  Chief Ray Downey was killed while commanding the WTC rescue operations.  Chief Downey was affectionately known as the “Master of Disaster”.  His men thought of him in a God like-way, without being irreverent, his men called him by the nickname ‘God’. He was a hero’s hero that is why he wanted to meet with Doug.  I believe, he felt they shared a ‘common heart’ and would be able to save a lot of lives, together, with this project.  
Unfortunately, Chief Downey was killed, in the line of duty, and was replaced by Chief Norman. I believe that Chief Norman was misinformed by Tom Lang’s reporter, Leslie Lithicum.  If the ’hate filled comments’ about Doug Copp were really said by Chief Norman; I believe, it is because Leslie Lithicum lied to him, just like she lied to me.  

When I first met, Leslie Lithicum, it was just after picking up the team at Teteboro airport, NJ. 
In the van, which I had arranged to be donated to the rescue team, along with a driver, Leslie Lithicum introduced herself to me as:’a rescue specialist’.  In fact, Tom Lang also introduced himself to me as a ‘rescue specialist’.  It was at least a week later that Randy Haverd informed me that Tom Lang was a newspaper publisher and that Leslie Lithicum was a reporter working for Tom Lang.  I didn’t know what their game was but they were both lying to me.
Originally I had arranged for the team to stay at an inexpensive motel in Long Island City, Queens.  I chose this motel because it was the closest and most convenient for ARTI to have as a command center.  The choice of this place would make ARTI’s contribution to the WTC rescue most effective.  
Doug said: “Let’s get to the motel. Drop off our equipment and get to work”.   Upon finding out that the motel was not first class, and was not located near the tourist sites and entertainment center of Manhattan, both Leslie Lithicum and Tom Lang said: “Let’s go to the Marriot Marquee”.  At this time, (Mike Miller who I understood to be working with Tom Lang as liaison with ARTI, but I later found out he was actually working for Tom Lang) agreed with Tom Lang.  I responded to Tom Lang, Leslie Lithicum and Mike Miller:” Does it really matter where we stay?”  They continued to insist that they wanted to stay in Manhattan.  
Steve, the volunteer driver, pulled over to the side of the road and said: “Make your minds up”.  Doug was irritated and wanted to get to work.  At which time, Doug said:” Fuck it, Let them have what they want, I just want to get to work”.  I agreed with Doug and wanted the same.   We drove to the Marriot Marquee.  Mike Miller went into the Marriot and arranged for the rooms to be donated while we waited outside.  I felt and still feel that Tom Lang’s behavior was inappropriate.  I understood that Mike Miller arranged for Tom Lang and his reporters to get their rooms for free, too; because, they were pretending to be ‘rescue specialists’.  The only true ‘rescue specialist’ there was Doug Copp.  

Tom Lang is quoted in his newspaper stating that Doug Copp was a “free loader” and that he (Tom Lang) ‘paid for his rooms’.  I certainly know that Doug Copp was not a ‘free loader’. It cost ARTI and Doug thousands of dollars in worn out and destroyed equipment as well as other expenses. The Marriot Marquee needs to be checked to see if Tom Lang actually did pay for his room; because, Mike Miller had arranged for him to have his rooms for free. Tom Lang is a very rich man he shouldn’t have got his rooms for free. The Albuquerque Journal articles said that Doug ‘ripped of’ the Marriott. These were all lies. 
En route to Ground Zero, Mike Miller took over and started arguing with Doug and me.  I wanted to go to Roosevelt Island to meet with the Fire Department to arrange to work together.  I knew they would be happy to know about the casualty locator and that we would allow them to work with it.  Doug wanted to go directly to Ground Zero and meet them there.  Mike Miller kept insisting that he wanted to meet with FEMA.  Doug told him that FEMA was extremely political and would not want anybody or any rescue team from anywhere to be working at Ground Zero because they wanted all the newspapers focused on them and their careers. Doug said that they didn’t put the victim as the first priority like ARTI did. We are ALL volunteers. They are ALL highly paid Federal Employees most of whom are looking for promotion. We were willing to make personal sacrifices to help people, in need.
Mike Miller went to FEMA, in spite of Doug. Mike Miller failed.  Doug was infuriated and angry and ‘almost needing to be tied down’, went over to the Police Command Post.  Within ten minutes, Doug had arranged for us to have a police escort with emergency lights and siren to escort us directly to the Ground Zero checkpoint (which is as far as you can go in a vehicle, because the rest of the road was filled with rubble). Doug and Leslie Lithicum have told me that there is a video of the Police Escort.  Doug appeared to be very irritated by the loss of time and frustrated by all these distractions.  There appeared to be a ‘break’.  Doug had ‘had enough’.  Doug went his own way after that and wouldn’t let Tom Lang, Leslie Lithicum or the rest of these people get in his way of doing his rescue mission. 
 I left Doug to take care of family business till the next day.    
It was soon after, that I got in touch with Doug.  We met at the Marriot Marquee.  Doug had told me that he had already found a hole, in the rubble, which allowed him to crawl inside far enough to gain access to the collapsed and flooded Path Station, at the very bottom of the WTC rubble.  Doug was already coughing and ‘slightly disoriented’.  I did not know what to make of it.   I later came to understand that Doug was having reactions to being poisoned.  Doug told me that the casualty locator had already been used many times to find victims. Doug has video of the machine finding victims with the NYPD. Doug told me that the NY Police Dept was great and working with them was wonderful.
At my suggestion, we went to Roosevelt Island, Special Operations Command,. I believe that Doug wanted to help the NYFD find their brothers. We wanted to help them. I went inside and saw some of the firefighters who I knew personally.  I told them about the casualty locator.  They wanted to see it.  I went back to the van.  I told Doug to bring the casualty locator inside to show to a retired Captain, who was a friend of mine and wanted to see it.  Doug said:” Ok”.  

Tom Lang wanted to go inside too.  I was fed up with his attitude which looked like obsessive- compulsive disorder because he wanted to be in ‘control of everything’ and ‘have his own way’.  He treated everybody in a very verbally abusive manner. He was condescending. I tried to explain to him that the people inside were looking for their ‘brothers’ whom they loved and did not want to deal with anyone with an ‘attitude’.  He said:”Fuck that!  I wasted my time here.  I’m going to leave”.  At this point, he turned to Doug and said:” Are you going to get me my ID to get me in or not?”  Doug saw the firefighters waiting for him and me and said to Tom Lang: “I’ll be right back, we’ll discuss this when I get back”. Doug was trying to keep things together and stay calm. 
Doug and I met with the firefighters.  Doug took the lid off of a jar with rotten meat inside.  The casualty locator started beeping and flashing.  The Captain. and three firefighters from Rescue 3 were extremely impressed and they wanted to get the machine inside Ground Zero ASAP.    Eric Wade, who was going to be involved in the manufacturing of the casualty locator, went with the firefighters to Ground Zero. 
We returned to the van. Tom Lang and Mike Miller upon finding out that the casualty locator was going to be deployed by the NYFD at Ground Zero were happy. (Later, I was l told, by the NYFD that Eric Wade ‘froze’, jammed the machine, broke the machine and when seeing body parts, he ‘turned coward’.  The Fire Department was mad at me because of the irrational, unprofessional behavior of Eric Wade, and the fact that I had suggested him, but they still wanted the machine.  They wanted Doug to fix the machine and teach me how to use it effectively, so I could go with them. )

At the Van, Tom Lang still whined’ like a baby’, having a temper tantrum and insisted that he wanted Doug to get a badge for him.  Then, Mike Miller said that if we can get a video of the casualty locator working at Ground Zero, we’ll make millions.  I don’t remember his exact words, because I was arguing with Tom Lang.  Doug never said anything about money or making money.  At this point, Mike Miller offered me 10% of all sales of the casualty locator if I kept my mouth shut about the conversations and upset, in the van. Like me, Doug got very angry and starting yelling at both, Mike Miller and Tom Lang.
I left in disgust.  All I cared about was finding my friends who were missing at this time.  I know that Doug is a good humanitarian and he was between a ‘rock and a hard place’.  

When I returned, later that night, several very bad things happened.  I witnessed a verbal argument between Doug Copp and Tom Lang.  Tom Lang said, to Doug:” You promised me that you were going to give me a good story; so that I could look good.  You said you were going to give me a badge”.  Doug said:” No!  It’s about time people knew who you are and what you want. Enough is enough!  I cannot take anymore.  You are all evil bastards.  I won’t give you a badge”.   Tom Lang looked at me and said:” Get the fuck out!”   I told Tom Lang:” Go fuck yourself”.  At that point, Doug said, to Tom Lang:” I’m not giving you a badge”.  Tom Lang said:” We’re out of here!” 
Mike Miller and Tom Lang left to return to New Mexico. Steve Lentz always had a glass of booze in his hands, was intoxicated and he attacked me. Doug pulled him off of me. Lentz took off with the rest of Tom Lang’s gang.

They had all left the room. I understood they were all going to leave for New Mexico.

Doug told me:” Peter, go with Randy Haverd (Rescue Chief who has worked with Doug many times) while I recover from being sick.” I continued to stay with Doug. We were alone. The door was left open.

It was appalling when they wrote that Doug only had asthma. It was obvious to everyone that Doug was sick. During my phone calls with Doug over the next 3 years Doug has always been very ill.

At this point, the Doctor entered the room, I didn’t know his name, at the time, but I understand that it was Dr. Elliot Pierce, He examined Doug. Doug’s nose was bleeding. He was throwing up in the toilet.  He was coughing and he appeared to have a fever. Doug spoke with the Doctor. Doug asked him what to do. If he needed to take medicine or stay out of the rubble. The Doctor said: Don’t worry: “You’ll cough it all out, soon.”    
.   
I stopped working with Doug, for awhile. I know he was sick. I went to work with Randy Harverd. Randy is, also, very distressed about the articles Tom Lang published. Doug told me that he has video of Randy using the casualty locator, to recover victims at several disasters, with Doug. Doug told me that the films show Randy, the casualty locator and actual dead bodies being recovered with the machine.

Randy said he felt sorry for Doug because of the Albuquerque Journal articles knowing that Doug 
has given most of his life to help people and that  Doug was ‘being railroaded’. He said people don’t know what it is like ‘giving everything’, as a volunteer, and then getting nothing. Not even thanks, in return. Boy did Doug get ‘murdered’.
More important information:
Eric Wade, when he returned from Ground Zero with the NYFD went inside a refrigerated van      (parked next to the Fire Station) with a corpse inside. The machine wouldn’t work because the body was refrigerated and the bacteria were dormant. Wade didn’t understand that the machine only works when the bacteria are active. I later learned that he had been seen by the vendor for an equipment supplier who was visiting the stationhouse. Everybody was talking about Eric Wade being seen screaming at the corpse. Doug, later, told me that he was appalled because he had actually seen Wade punch the corpse. Doug said he was afraid they would kill Wade. Eric Wade took off in a hurry and left for New Mexico immediately. The guys at the station house were ‘mad as hell.’
Doug told me that he found out that the Albuquerque Journal had published stories about Eric Wade a year before 911. Mentioning him by name for his involvement in a pre-WTC stock swindle and that he had been punished by the New York Stock Exchange. He told me that Leslie Lithicum told him that she knew about it but didn’t think it was important enough to mention in her articles because she described Wade, in glowing terms, as a person who was ‘also against Doug’.
Mike Holley, Tom Lang’s friend appeared to be a real slimy character. I understood that he was in hiding from FEMA because he had been ousted, from FEMA, for misconduct. He was constantly pleading with Doug to take him Below Ground Zero or to get him a badge. He was rubbing dirt on himself and pretending to be a ‘worker’ so he could get by the guards and get close enough to have his picture taken at Ground Zero. Tom Lang published two pictures of him with the WTC, in the background. Underneath he says that Doug Copp was a fake and that he       (Holley) went to work, on his own, at Ground Zero. He is lying. He is a disgusting phony. Holley said:” I am going to take over Copp’s Casualty Locator.” These guys are manipulators they accused Doug for the things they did. Doug always acted like a good and decent hero.
Doug later told me that Doug and his wife had witnessed, Holley stealing ARTI equipment and taking off with it before Doug could stop him.
Randy Harverd and I got WTC Badges like Doug’s. Also, Doug’s credentials were used to get permission to fly to New York when all non-military flights were prohibited.

I was physically issued my numbered badge by a National Guardsman. They were doing the processing for the Mayor’s Office of Emergency Management.  It was a very intensive screening. They recorded my signature on an Official Document. They recorded the entire document numbers of my New York State Driver’s License, my NYC Auxiliary Police Id number and other documents. Leslie Lithicum had written an entire article titled: “No Credentials”. She said that Doug had no WTC credentials. She is lying. She more than knew the truth; because, she had witnessed all the uproar because Doug had refused to give Lang and Holley Badges like Doug, Randy and I had.  She is a liar.
Doug told me that Raynar Ramirez of Dateline NBC, told him of their filmed interview with Leslie Lithicum. When confronted about Doug’s Badge. Doug told me that she said:” Doug Copp found it in the street”. (This can be confirmed with the interview video). This is a lie and is utterly preposterous. The Mayor’s Office of Emergency Services (OEM) has Doug’s Badge number recorded. Do you think that Mr. Feinberg, of the Victim’s Compensation Fund who has been repeatedly criticized in the ‘New Yorker ‘and other media for being so cheap with the compensation for victims would actually pay someone who found their WTC ID in the street? This is stupid and an indication that Leslie Lithicum would do or say anything to screw Doug.
Steve Lentz appeared to be very intoxicated, during this conflict. In fact he had a glass of booze in his hand. He was drinking throughout the whole exchange. In the article he is quoted as saying he never had a drink He is a liar. I saw him drunk and he attacked me when intoxicated.
I tell people that Doug is famous throughout the world as the most experienced rescuer, in the world. I have seen him on many TV programs, saving lives. . Doug hates it when I call him a hero but Doug is a hero. Leslie Lithicum and Tom Lang are disgusting liars.
I spoke with Leslie Lithicum before she wrote the articles for Tom Lang. I spoke with her at great length till the phone went dead. She never spoke with me again.
Our conversation was not reported in any of the 20 articles she wrote. She never mentioned me or any of the personal involvement she and Tom Lang had with Doug and me at the WTC. She never mentioned any of the arguments. She never mentioned their misconduct. She never wrote about the appalling and disgraceful behavior of any of them. Instead she wrote about them all as angels and Doug as the devil. I feel personally betrayed by these malicious and slanderous liars. They did not speak the truth they spoke with a’ forked tongue’. They are foul, evil people. They are disgusting!  It was unethical for them to write any story about Doug. They slandered him.

It became obvious to me that she is mentally ill and a compulsive liar who would refuse to acknowledge the truth no matter what the facts were. She had a personal vendetta against Doug. The same way Tom Lang did and that she was not going to print the truth no matter what. She was out to destroy ARTI by destroying Doug and I was afraid that I was going to be her next victim. 

She had already ‘gotten to’ Chief Norman. I am still afraid of the power that Tom Lang and the Albuquerque Journal have, of the ‘manipulation’ they can cause and have caused by hiding the truth of what I have disclosed in this affidavit. I am doing this affidavit to bring the truth out and to expose the hidden agenda of these people. I am exposing myself to danger because I cannot bear the burden, on my conscience, any longer for not standing up and bearing witness, by telling the truth.
It is incredible that Tom Lang has used his newspapers to destroy a good man like Doug for not ‘giving him his way’. I think it took courage for Doug to stand up to such a rich and powerful man like Tom Lang.
Doug was right when he refused Tom Lang. They are ‘evil bastards’ just like Doug told them at the WTC.  I am afraid but feel relieved. I am praying that I will not be the next victim of these people.
Sworn to me on October 4, 2004




Witnessed:

.




Valentine M. Jones, Notary Public,State of New York
Peter Donahue, 



No. 01-jo-24-4965974, King’s County
33 Ridge Road, Highland Mills, NY, 10930.  
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