I am copying to Connie Grundke hoping that he might put the information Below into a more appropriate presentation, Power Point?

 

In a message dated 12/11/2004 2:33:42 AM Atlantic Standard Time, rosebudbud@earthlink.net writes:

Hi Doug,
Thank you for your reply.  So the building codes here are not enough to prevent buildings from collapsing in 7.4 or higher earthquakes?  Are they hoping that such magnitudes will not hit here or is there simply no way to reinforce a building enough to withstand such an earthquake with certainty?
I do believe the pictures speak for themselves.  I'm just trying to figure out how to convince the school to accept your research and experience.  They can be very stubborn and probably don't want to spend the money.
Thanks again,
Dannie

Dear Dannie:

 

Money is not a question. On my part: I do everything, for free. (Excuse me, I must correct myself. I spend money. It costs me money, out of my own pocket. I should have said: I don't charge.)

 

It would cost the state and school boards such a 'pittance as to be considered  'nothing' to give proper information to children.
 

Most importantly for you to understand: There are a thousand elements in the equation which determines structural failure. Magnitude of an earthquake is only one of them. I know this from the experience of seeing with my own eyes.
 

Buildings anywhere in the world will collapse with even a 5 earthquake under the right circumstances:

 

Earthquake waves are like ocean waves in the sense that they change in amplitude or power caused by breakwaters or bedrock. The power can triple under the right circumstances.

 

. If you live in a land filled area like downtown LA or San Francisco or Mexico City  (the force continues longer with more effect, buildings swing longer which causes more damage at the focal point of the swing) I have pictures.

 

and the epicenter is located close to the surface so the energy is not absorbed by the bedrock . This is like throwing a welded piece of 'red hot' metal in the ocean. The energy is dissipated. If the epicenter is near the surface and not far away in the Ocean or on land then the destructive force is greatly increased. (like Kobe) I have pictures.

 

and the epicenter is near you or under you (like Kobe) or conversely San Francisco and Mexico City Earthquakes were 200 miles away. I have pictures.

 

 and surrounding mountains amplify and reflect backwards the shock waves (like on the other side of the mountain of Taipei). ( on one side of the mountain terrific destruction took place; on the Taipei side practically nothing because the mountain range protected it. I have pictures on both sides.

 

 and you have hills with loose sandy or loamy soil like (La Bomba, El Salvador '86; or El Salvador 2001; or Santa Cruz CA '89) so that you have landslides as well as earth shaking which applies more destructive force to the buildings. I have pictures and video crawling inside the buried, collapsed buildings.

 

Don't forget Liquid faction; such as, the town in Guatemala, on the road to Belize, in which all the buildings have basements because the earthquake caused the buildings to sink to their roofs and the people merely built on a second floor (which became the new ground floor) after the earthquake stopped.

 

or

 

The ground opening up, swallowing everything and shutting again. Like in Japan and El Salvador.

 

 

or

 

The cities dropping into the Ocean like Kingston?, Jamaica and Alexandra, Egypt.

 

 

All of these factors can make a 5 magnitude earthquake more destructive than an 8 magnitude earthquake, under different circumstances.. I have pictures and video.

 

It is really pretty simple: Nobody on this planet earth knows 'when' or 'how big' or 'which direction' or 'how deep' or 'anything else' about an earthquake before it comes to try and  kill you.

 

 

 If you prepare for the worst case then you have a better actuarial probability of survival. Insurance Companies don't tell you to put on seat belts only after you go 30 miles per hour. They pressure for legislation for worst case scenarios and push for legislation to make you wear it all the time.

 

Regarding the school boards:

 

It is a complete waste of time. They have a different agenda. First of all they know nothing about earthquakes or disasters, rescue or emergencies. The USA Emergency Services Job is usually a 'political plum' job given because of some favor. Their backgrounds usually involve military or intelligence and a willingness to 'let every child in the state die' if it gets in the way of their Prime Directive which is not to protect anybody.

 

 Their Prime Directive is composed of 3 parts:
 

1) Protect their government job. Don't rock the boat.
 

2) Do not let it appear that or let the public know that they have no real 'expertise', credentials, experience or knowledge to do with disaster mitigation. They won't change  'duck and cover' because to change their policy would make their 'expertise' open to question.

 

3) It is cheaper and less trouble to deal with a dead child than a potentially injured or traumatized survivor who could possibly sue the school board or state for wrongful death. 

 

Of cause they won't publicly change until they are forced to; but rest assured, they themselves and their families follow 'the triangle of life.' They aren't so stupid as to 'duck and cover.' Do not go to the school board or state. It only makes them launch more attacks on me.

 

Email everyone, send a hundred a day. That will change it..nothing else.

 

Having said that:

 

I have emails from high level officials in Columbia, Venezuela, Jamaica, Australia, Japan, Philippines etc etc just in the last 2 weeks who are changing; because, their prime directive actually is to protect people  Previously, we have changed policy, all over the world. The prime holdout is CA because of liability reasons.

 

Other countries have a simple agenda: protecting their people. So they change policy when it makes sense.

 

 Having experienced so many squashed kids; I could not 'live with myself' if I didn't make every effort to prevent more children from such a horrific and unnecessary death. Death by bureaucracy more than death by earthquake.
 

I have lived in a different world from you. I express to you, as blunt as, someone who has been so personally affected by death and destruction, around the world. Seeing the ripped apart and mutilated corpses; smelling the blackened rotten corpses and feeling their bodies during removal :
 

when 'experts' refer to a 'building surviving a magnitude 7.4 earthquake', in their usual context; they clearly expose their lack of understanding,  lack of knowledge, lack of experience and are just plain 'full of the stuff that attracts flies.' 
 

Between 75,000 to 200,000 people die each year because of 'duck and cover'. It is wrong. It kills.
 

doug copp

